Please type a plus sign (+) inside this box 



PTO/SBA21 (OB-GO) 
Approved for use through 10/31/2002. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a v alid OMB control number. 



TRANSMITTAL 
FORM 

(to be used for all correspondence after initial fifing) 



Total Number of Pages in This Submission 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Group Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Attorney Docket Number 



r 2.00 2- 



□ 

□ 

j Amendment / Reply 



Fee Transmittal Form 
Fee Attached 



After Final 



| Affidavlts/declaration(s) 
f Extension of Time Request 
| | Express Abandonment Request 

j ^] Information Disclosure Statement 

□ Certified Copy of Priority 
Document(s) 

□ Response to Missing Parts/ 
Incomplete Application 

□ Response to Missing Parts 
under 37 CFR1.52 or 1.53 



ENCLOSURES (check 



all that apply) 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 



Assignment Papers 
(for an Application) 

Drawing(s) 

Licensing-related Papers 
Petition 

Petition to Convert to a 
Provisional Application 

Power of Attorney, Revocation 
Change of Correspondence 
Address 

Terminal Disclaimer 



Request for Refund 
CD, Number of CD(s) . 



Remarks 



□ After Allowance Communication 
to Group 

□ Appeal Communication to Board 
of Appeals and Interferences 

□ Appeal Communication to Group 
(Appeal Notice, Brief, Reply Brief) 



□ 
□ 
□ 



Proprietary Information 
Status Letter 

Other Enclosure(s) (please 
identify below): 



RECE I VE 3 



FEB 1 1 200: 

GROUP 3d 



Firm 
or 

Individual name 



Signature 



Date 



SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT, ATTORNEY, OR AGENT 



01- w-os 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service with sufficient pos tage as first class 



mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231 on this date: 01^3 ) ~ 0j*> 



Typed or printed name 



i Signature 



mated to take 0.2 hours'tY complete. Time will vary dep 



Date 



Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 0.2 houretff complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, Washington, 
DC 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231. 



FEB< 0 7 2KB 



4z 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
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Filing Date: 01/03/2002 
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Art Unit: 3632 



Examiner: Szuny, Jon A. 



group 



AMENDED PROPOSED AMENDMENT 



AFTER FINAL REJECTION 




...V Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
|f Washington. D.C. 20231 




Sir: 



Responsive to the Patent Office FINAL REJECTION dated 



December 20. 2002, and the subsequent NOTICE OF NON- 
COMPLIANT AMENDMENT, applicants in the above identified 



application for U.S. Patent propose to amend and respond as follows: 



f ' ' 

It is requested that this proposed amendment be entered as 
placing the case in immediate condition for allowance or as placing the 
case in better condition for appeal by reducing the matters necessary 
for consideration upon such appeal. 

Claims 1-8 are in the application. 

Claims 1-7 have been finally rejected. 

Claim 8 stands withdrawn as being drawn to a non-elected 
species. 

The Examiner has objected to Claim 6. 
PROPOSED AMENDMENT 

Amend Claim 3, as follows, to change "base holder", last line to - 
article holder--. 

3. A holding base system including 
a pair of base units; 

connector means interconnecting said pair of base units; 

an article holder secured to each of said base units; and 

means for adjusting the angular relationship of at least one of 

said article holders relative to the base unit to which said [base holder] 

article holder is secured. 
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